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How we started . . .   

Recommendation 3 

•The NWS and relevant academic, state, and 

private organizations should seek a neutral host, 

such as the American Meteorological Society, to 

provide a periodic dedicated venue for the 

weather enterprise as a whole to discuss issues 

related to the public-private partnership. 

2003 



Getting the right people together to 
discuss the right topics 
Making a difference! 

Sectors 
 
 

Government – Private – Academic 
 

User community Stakeholders 



CWCE Activities 
How do we make things happen? 

AMS Washington Forum – Board on Enterprise Economic Development 
 
 
 
 

AMS Summer Community Meeting – Board on Enterprise Communication 
 
 
 
 

Symposium on the Weather and Climate Enterprise at the   

  AMS Annual Meeting – Board on Enterprise Planning 

Chair – Melinda Marquis 
 NOAA-ESRL 

Future-Chair – Shawn Miller 
 Raytheon 

Chair – Betsy Weatherhead 
 U of Colorado 

Past-Chair – Veronica Johnson 
      NBC-4 in Washington, DC 

Co-Chair – Chris Strager 
 NOAA-NWS 

Co-Chair – Andrea Bleistein 
NOAA-NWS 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


AMS Annual Meeting Jan 2013 

Panel Discussion in the  
First Symposium on the Weather and Climate Enterprise 

  
“Future Cooperation Within the US Space Weather Enterprise” 

 
NOAA/NWS, USGS, ACSWA, WSI represented 

plus audience 
 

Five questions were posed . . . with results compiled. 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


AMS Annual Meeting 2013 

QUESTIONS POSED: 
 

• How does the government interact with and obtain commercial services in the 
 meteorology sector, and is there a parallel for space weather services? 
 

• How can the AMS Enterprise Commission help the Space Weather Enterprise evolve 
 and avoid some of the problems and misunderstandings that have already been 
 addressed and overcome by the meteorological community during the past 10 
 years? 
 

• How can we ensure an appropriate partnership in the development and delivery of 
 products? 
 

• How can we ensure common operational practices for data exchange between 
 government and commercial operational centers? 
 

• How can we ensure that the commercial sector has a voice in determining the 
 direction of the national space weather enterprise? 

 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


The Space Weather commercial sector articulated the following issues: 
 

The space weather community is composed of world-class practitioners with a deep 
 understanding of the science behind space weather. 
 
The commercial/private sector develops instruments, technical products, forecasts, 
 and applications through capital investments, and these investments should 
 not be compromised through competition from the government labs. 
 
Government may find it more efficient to go to the commercial sector for 
 instruments, products, forecasts, and data. 
 
Government should not create tailored products and leave that for commercial space 
 weather providers, especially if these products are already available within 
 the commercial sector. 
 
Commercial sector recognizes and appreciates that NOAA has a partnership policy.  
 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


The Space Weather commercial sector articulated the following issues: 
 

 

Commercial sector would like to have partnership policies with all government 
 agencies similar to those the commercial sector has with NOAA. 
 
The commercial sector would like to have a role in interagency agreements and the 
 National Space Weather Program. 
 
Government should have open, recurring opportunities so commercial sector 
 providers can compete, rather than government relying on long-standing 
 contractors. 
 
Agencies should not compete with commercial sector for non-federal funding; 
 agencies should refer commercial sector funders to the American 
 Commercial Space Weather Association. 
 
Government should team up with the commercial sector and academia to ensure the 
 long-term viability of the space weather enterprise. 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


Strengths of the weather and climate enterprise include: 
 

• Regular communication between the sectors 
 
• The spirit of collaboration and cooperation with a non-adversarial approach 
 to ongoing discussions/communications 
 
• Open data that is reliable, redundant, timely, consistent formats, and global 
 and actively discusses potential new data resources 
 
• The dividing lines on division of duties between sectors is continually 
 evolving and ongoing, open discussions within the enterprise help to 
 maintain viability over time 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


Keys to Success (lessons learned from the meteorological community):  
 

• A deeper understanding of each sector’s roles 
 
• NOAA partnership policy has been very helpful 
 
• NWS directives allows commercial (private) sector a better understanding of 
 policies and products 
 
• NOAA Science Advisory Board includes Environmental Information Services 
 Working Group (EISWG) consisting of government/academic/ commercial 
 sectors that develops and communicates a wide range of environmental 
 information service issues throughout the weather enterprise.  
 
• Communication through NWS Partners and Family of Service and other 
 Collaborative meetings 
 
 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


Keys to Success (lessons learned from the meteorological community):  
 
• Public Information Statements are helpful, providing service change notices 
 and soliciting comments includes commercial sector in process 
 
•  The Weather Coalition – brings together industry and academia to urge 
 Congress and Executive Branch to fund national initiatives.  Other 
 organizations such as AWCIA and NCIM provide advocacy on behalf of their 
 constituents as well. 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


Challenges for government agencies: 
 
• Government directives are the “law” and must be followed  
 
• Government must comply with rules that require equity 
 
• Government makes decisions that can impact commodity markets 
 
• Government has laws about conducting interactions with advisory 
 committees/structures 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


Opportunities: 
 
• The AMS Commission on the Weather and Climate Enterprise (CWCE) can 
 continue to offer a venue for furthering the discussion between the 
 government, commercial (private), and academic sectors on the provision of 
 space weather products and services. 
 
• Include space weather in the NWS Partners meeting and NOAA SAB 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/profiles/StragerChristopherS/profile.html


Contact Information 

Matthew J. Parker, CCM 
Fellow Meteorologist 

Atmospheric Technologies Group 
Savannah River National Laboratory 

Bldg.  735-7A 
Aiken, SC  29808 
(803) 725-2805 

email:  matt.parker@srnl.doe.gov 
 

www.srnl.doe.gov/atg and www.srs.gov/weather  
 

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/matthew-parker/1a/1b0/b66 
 

Twitter:  @CWCECommish4 
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